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fully evaded by the undertakers. All coal undertakers were to be licensed
by the Court of Aldermen. No publican was to act directly or indirectly
as an undertaker, and no coal-heaver was to be paid in an alehouse.
Truck was forbidden, and so were deductions for baskets, shovels, etc,
The undertakers' commission was fixed in the Act and so was the rate
of coal-heavers' wages - three shillings a chaldron each.
This Act, ineffectual as it proved, is interesting as a piece of social
legislation quite counter to laissez-faire principles, and also as an early
attempt to prevent by Statute the payment of wages in public-houses.
In 1843 an Act was passed which at last rescued the poor coal-whippers
from their 'thraldom to the publican*. How terrible the effects of the
old system had been appears from the enthusiasm with which they
spoke of the Act. Mayhew was told by one of their number that
... a most miraculous change and one unparalleled in history (the man was a
scholar) has been produced by altering the old method of employing and
paying the men.... The sons are no longer thieves and die daughters are
no longer prostitutes. Formerly it was a competition who could drink the
most....
£27 a year spent on drink was considered *a very low average*, and
the children had been 'almost reared in the tap-room'.66
All attempts to prevent workmen from 'tippling in alehouses* were
naturally futile so long as it was the custom for wages to be paid on
Saturday night in an alehouse. There were many protests in the
eighteenth century against this disastrous system, especially from
magistrates, and the practice was even alleged as the reason why
London working people were more 'idle, profligate, and debauched*
than those of other places.67 But there is no reason to suppose tie
custom was confined to London.
The first condemnation of the practice which I have been able to
discover is that of John Fielding in 1761, which sums up the situation:
... tradesmen paying their workmen at public-houses commonly called pay-
tables are very injurious, as the men are too often kept out of their money till
late oa Saturday night, out of indulgence to the publican, by which means the
mechanic goes home drunk and empty-handed to his family, -where distress
begets words then blows,68
The intimate knowledge of cause and effect which this reveals was one
of the first-fruits of the professional metropolitan magistracy. Fielding's

